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Election. It met on November 2oth. For nine weeks the Foreign Secretary held splendid court on the shores of Lake Leman without any results showing at home from his deliberations. He was enacting a brilliant episode in diplomatic history. With a mastery of detail that baffled the Turks and amazed the Allies, he made so much of his hand that poor as it had been he dominated the entire assembly. His overwhelming case for the retention of Mosul in the Kingdom of Irak created a profound impression both in the home Press and in Europe. Nevertheless it was while Lord Curzon was enjoying himself most that Mr, Bonar Law became alarmed at the dimensions of his budget. Their two contradictory personalities became at variance. Lord Curzon was playing on a grand scale a game that was ten years out of date, and Mr. Bonar Law was becoming disproportioned in his outlook by the financial stress at home. When the Prime Minister finally ordered his Foreign Secretary to Paris to enquire into his long absence, Lord Curzon drew himself reluctantly away* He came like a recalcitrant child who knew that it would be time to go to bed in the middle of his fondest game. Lord Curzon's world was changing and the Prime Minister appreciated the fact.
This particular page of history, which Lord Zetland has so vividly described in his life of Lord Curzon, was the turning point in Mr. Baldwin's career. It was not the Turks, the Peace Treaties or the financial stress that counted. It was the preliminary shudder in the political earthquake of European existence. There were two ages at variance, the twilight of the pre-War age had coincided with the dawn of the post-War world. At Lausanne, Mussolini had appeared for the first time in his role as the internal nation builder. When Lord Curzon and Mr. Baldwin became rival candidates for the premiership, they would represent in their personalities a similar conflict. There would be a clash between the pre-War statesman and the provincial leader. The conference period, which